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nounced, and the Sign made, the energy
is renewed, the vibrations are reinforced,
both being recognised as potent in the
invisible worlds, and bringing aid to the
operator.

In the early Church, Baptism was
preceded by a very careful preparation,
those admitted to the Church being
mostly converts from surrounding faiths.
A convert passed through three definite
stages of instruction, remaining in each
grade till he had mastered its teachings,
and he was then admitted to the Church by
Baptism. Only after that was he taught
the Creed, which was not committed to
writing, nor ever repeated in the presence
of an unbeliever; it thus served as a sign
of recognition, and a proof of the position
of the man who was able to recite it,
showing that he was a baptised member of
the Church. How truly in those days the
grace conveyed by Baptism was believed
in is shown by the custom of death-bed
Baptism that grew up. Believing in
the reality of Baptism, men and women
of the world, unwilling* to resign its
pleasures or to keep their lives pure